THE PROBLEMS OF POWER
any other way. My only trouble has been that I
have always been sensitive to bad weather. But
you are right in this respect, that reasons of State
tend to make the statesman's life a narrow one.
Just because they are reasons of State!"
"It is strange," I said, "how many things the
wielding of power teaches a man to renounce."
"Like every passion," he said gently,
"Which passion is stronger, the revolutionary
or the constructive?"
"Both are interesting," he answered swiftly.
"It depends, moreover, upon the age at which
one is engaged upon revolution or construction
as the case may be. A man of forty or fifty will
incline rather towards constructive work, especi-
ally when he has had a revolutionary past."
"In that respect," said I, "your career differs
from those which it otherwise most resembles.
Bismarck, like Victor Emmanuel, did not reach
his Rome so early as you. To both of them the
great opportunity came after the years in which
a man has done the bulk of his work. But what
you say about the constructive trend in middle
age makes it all the more difficult to understand
why, after ten years of construction, you fascists
are still talking of a permanent revolution. It
reminds me of Trotsky's theory."
"The reasons are different, however. We need
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